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PAVEL PETROVITCH KIRSANOV was educated
first at home, like his younger brother, and after-
wards in the Corps of Pages, From childhood
he was distinguished by remarkable beauty;
moreover he was self-confident, somewhat ironi-
cal, and had a rather biting humour; he could
not fail to please, He began to be seen every-
where, directly he had received his commission
as an officer. He was much admired in society,
and he indulged every whim, even every
caprice and every folly, and gave himself airs:
but that too was attractive in him, Women
went out of their senses over him; men called
him a coxcomb, and were secretly jealous of him.
He lived, as has been related already, in the
same apartments as his brother, whom he loved
sincerely, though he was not at all like him*
Nikolai Petrovitch was a little lame, he had
small, pleasing features of a rather melancholy
cast, small, black eyes, and thin, soft hair; he
Kked being lazy, but he also liked reading, and